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OKSUN KIM

NATURE PROVIDES IDENTITY
Palms, cacti, shrubbery, hedges— Oskun Kim’s trees stand there like monolithic figures in lush
green; they are unique, and yet all have a common history.
Berlin, August 16, 2018 – There is something resilient about a tree. And although it is deeply
rooted in the earth, still it provides no information about its origins. In her illustrated book Jeju
Island the artist Oksun Kim (*1967)—whose work persistently deals with questions of identity
and homeland—has turned the trees on the island of Jeju-do into the protagonists of her
photographs.
“The way in which KIM looks at the trees of Jeju is tight. With an abundant demonstration of
detail and midtones, she faces the trees squarely and wholly. It is about preparing a space, at
least for this given moment, where they unfailingly become the lead character, even if they
were to leave soon after,” explains Suejin Shin, the artistic director of the Dong Gang
International Photo Festival.
Kim knows these trees well; she herself spent twenty years of her life on the island of Jeju-do,
which lies in the southernmost corner of the Korean peninsula. A volcanic island with
subtropical nature, it is a popular tourist destination. Here, KIM saw tourists come and go;
some stayed forever, and strangers became acquaintances. She took on the task of
documenting the immigrant population in photographs, turning it into a project about
homeland, about new and old identities. Today, trees have replaced people, for, in a certain
sense, they are also immigrants. They were introduced to the island so that their exotic
presence would enrich the flora and fauna of Jeju-do.
Oksun Kim won the Ilwoo Foundation prize for her book The Shining Things. Jeju Island is a
lavish edition of this series, presenting the photographs in a high-quality format in opulent
Japanese binding.
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ABOUT HATJE CANTZ
Hatje Cantz is a groundbreaking international publishing company specializing in art, architecture,
and photography. Since 1945 Hatje Cantz has been using its profound expertise and enthusiasm for
craftsmanship to produce and publish books of the highest quality. We currently release around two
hundred new titles annually.
Especially in the digital age, Hatje Cantz regards itself an element linking museums, artists, galleries,
collectors, and art lovers. Conveying knowledge - in terms of both content and visuals - as well as an
enthusiasm for art is always at the heart of our engagement.
In keeping with our ambition to make it possible to experience art beyond the medium of the book,
Hatje Cantz has launched the EDITION GERD HATJE as we continue to expand our portfolio of strictly
limited, signed editions featuring works on paper, photographic works of art, and art objects.
www.hatjecantz.de
www.editiongerdhatje.com
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