Hatje Cantz Verlag

Mommsenstraße 27
10629 Berlin
Deutschland

Tel. +49 (0)30 3464678-23
Fax +49 (0)30 3464678-29
www.hatjecantz.de

Press Contact:
presse@hatjecantz.de

Hatje Cantz Verlag GmbH
HRB 118521
Reg.-Gericht Hamburg
UST-ID-Nr.: DE143580256

Managing Director:
Thomas Ganske
Dr. Thomas P.J. Feinen

ALBERTO GIACOMETTI & FRANCIS BACON

AN INTRIGUING DIALOGUE BETWEEN TWO GIANTS
With Alberto Giacometti and Francis Bacon the Fondation Beyeler and Hatje Cantz are
presenting two outstanding classic modern artists. They were friends and rivals, equally,
whose creative visions have strongly influenced art from the latter half of the 20th century to
this day. Even though each artist’s body of work is distinct, the exhibition and catalogue
point out their shared traits and astonishing parallels.
Berlin, May 7, 2018 ― Bacon and Giacometti shared an unshakeable faith in the significance
of the human figure and the role of tradition. Both studied, copied, and paraphrased the Old
Masters. Both were interested in the problems of two- and three-dimensional depictions of
space, often including cage-like constructs in their works in order to isolate the figures in their
surroundings.
The artists dealt with the fragmented, deformed body, and shared an obsession for the
portrait as such and the image of human individuality associated with it. Each one described
himself as a “realist” . And even though they always referenced the human figure, they
intensified its abstraction to the extreme, each in his own way. In this way they questioned
the opposition of figuration and abstraction that has been so important to the history of
modern art.
“This is the man who has influenced me more than anyone else,” says Francis Bacon about his
great role model, Alberto Giacometti.
The painter Isabel Rawsthorne played a key role in the relationship between Giacometti and
Bacon; she was a close friend of both artists and for a while, Giacometti’s lover. She posed for
both artists, and was a muse for both, as well. Like Giacometti and Bacon, she was also
fascinated by the human abyss. The dark sides of sexuality, loneliness, and melancholy, and a
tendency toward excess: Giacometti and Bacon exuded fascinating auras that met in the
person of Rawsthorne, but went far beyond her: the artist as someone who pushes his limits
to the extreme in society.
Now, the Fondation Beyeler takes on the ambitious task of juxtaposing both artists in its
large exhibition Bacon ― Giacometti, running from April 29 through September 2 in Basel
(Switzerland). The large, richly illustrated companion catalogue features texts by Hugo
Daniel, Sylvie Felber, Catherine Grenier, Ulf Küster, and Michael Peppiatt.

BACON / GIACOMETTI
Ed. Catherine Grenier, Ulf Küster, Michael Peppiatt für
die Fondation Beyeler, Riehen / Basel, text(s) by Hugo
Daniel, Sylvie Felber, Catherine Grenier, Ulf Küster,
Michael Peppiatt, graphic design by Marie Lusa
English
2018. 204 pp., 162 ills.
hardcover
27.40 x 31.00 cm
ISBN 978-3-7757-4417-1
58,00 EUR
[available in the US: Juny/ July 2018]

ABOUT HATJE CANTZ
Hatje Cantz is a groundbreaking international publishing company specializing in art, architecture,
and photography. Since 1945 Hatje Cantz has been using its profound expertise and enthusiasm for
craftsmanship to produce and publish books of the highest quality. We currently release around two
hundred new titles annually.
Especially in the digital age, Hatje Cantz regards itself an element linking museums, artists, galleries,
collectors, and art lovers. Conveying knowledge - in terms of both content and visuals - as well as an
enthusiasm for art is always at the heart of our engagement.
In keeping with our ambition to make it possible to experience art beyond the medium of the book,
Hatje Cantz has launched the EDITION GERD HATJE as we continue to expand our portfolio of strictly
limited, signed editions featuring works on paper, photographic works of art, and art objects.
www.hatjecantz.de
www.editiongerdhatje.com
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