
Sofia

Sofia Art Gallery 
1. Gen. Gurk Str.
Tue–Sat 1–7, Sun 11–6
Tel +359 2 987 2181
www.sghg.cult.bg

Focused on Bulgarian art, the Sofia Art 
Gallery was originally established in 
1928 and opened in present location in 
1977 with an additional space at 15 Yanko 
Sakazov Boulevard. This is the institu-
tion with the highest commitment to 
contemporary art in Bulgaria, although 
the contemporary art department was 
only recently established in 2004.

ICA 
Institute of Contemporary Art
Tel +359 887 51 0585
www.ica.cult.bg
ICA Institute of Contemporary Art was 
formed in 1995 and association of artists 
and art professionals has mounted exhib-
its and held events throughout Sofia. 
Many of the leading Bulgarian cultural 
workers, including its director Iara Boub-
nova, have been involved with the proj
ect although its current status is in limbo.

Plovdiv

Plovdiv Events
September
Night of Museums and Galleries 

CroatiaCroatia has emerged from the Balkan  
conflicts of the nineties to see rapidly  
expanding tourism numbers although this has yet to 
fully impact the contemporary art sector. New contem-
porary art museums are scheduled to open in Zagreb 
in autumn 2007 (significantly delayed) and in Rijeka in 
2010, which will bring some focus to what is now 
a barren landscape for contemporary art enthusiasts. 
The difficulty faced by Croatia, as for other parts of 
the former east, is the need to start from the ground up 
in building collections and forging institutions while 
also encouraging collectors, artists, and arts enthusiasts 
to support and engage with the arts.
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Croatia Resources
www.culturenet.hr
English and Croatian-language guide to 
Croatian cultural events and institutions
 
Zagreb

Zagreb Events
Autumn 2007(delayed)
Museum of Contemporary Art opens, 
architect Igor Franic

Muzej Suvremente Umjetnosti Zagreb
www.msu.hr 
Muzej Suvremente Umjetnosti Zagreb 
(Museum of Contemporary Art Zagreb) 
was founded in 1954 as the City Gallery 
of Contemporary Art and the museum 
was scheduled to re-open in autumn 
2007 with a new building designed by 
Igor Franic that takes the step of moving 
from the historic center to a location 
across the Sava River. The new location 
houses areas for the well-regarded collec-
tion of Croatian and Balkan-based con-
temporary art as well as temporary exhi-
bition rooms. Check on the website for 
opening dates, hours, and further infor-
mation as the project has encountered 
numerous delays since its projected 2007 
opening date. 
Curator Branka Stipanic 1983–93

Dubrovnik

Museum of Modern Art Dubrovnik
Put Frana Supila 23
Tue–Sun 10–8
Tel +385 20 42 6590
www.ugdubrovnik.hr
Museum of Modern Art Dubrovnik was 
designed in the nineteen-thirties as a 
mansion for a ship owner and only opened 
in 1950 as a museum. Recognized as 
housing a significant collection of Balkan-
based art, the museum is known for its 
modernist focus. 

Selected solo exhibitions Slaven Tolj, 
Oskar Herman, Jan Fabre

Lopud Island

Your black horizon Art Pavilion
open May & October Daily 11–5, 
June–September Daily 11–7 
www.tba21.org
One of the more intriguing collaborations 
of recent years, Your black horizon Art 
Pavilion features London-based architect 
David Adjaye & artist Olafur Eliasson in 
a project organized by Thyssen Bor-
nemisza Art Contemporary. Originally 
presented at the 2005 La Biennale di 
Venezia, the pavilion opened on this is-
land near Dubrovnik in summer 2007. A 
deceptively simple box, the pavilion 
houses a black box space in which a hori-
zon of light totally surrounds the viewer. 
The black horizon refers to the image on 
the retina that is left for a few seconds af-
ter exiting the pavilion.

Rijeka

Muzej Moderne 
I Suvremente Umjetnosti
Dolac 1, 2nd floor
Tue–Sun 10–2 & 5–8
Tel +385 33 4280
www.mmsu.hr
Muzej Moderne I Suvremente Umjetnos-
ti, Museum of Contemporary and Mod-
ern Art is a museum founded in 1948 
that exhibits on a Kunsthalle schedule 
due to lack of space to exhibit their per-
manent collection of artists from the Bal-
kan region. Plans are in place to renovate 
an existing structure in the harbor area 
for the museum to move into in 2010.
Director Branko Francèschi

CyprusDivided into Greek and Turkish sectors, 
Cyprus has had a limited connection to 
the contemporary art world as it operates on the peri
phery of the European situation. This was one of 
the attractions for scheduling Manifesta in Nicosia, 
the capital of the Greek section, in 2006. This was 
eventually canceled as the political situation became 
untenable and the island has reverted to a lack of 
engagement with contemporary art. It is perhaps too 
much to ask for this situation to change until the 
political climate has been improved.
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ho in 2006. Set in a small village 20 km 
south of Lisbon, the Ellipse houses a 
superlative collection of contemporary 
art including works by Fischli & Weiss, 
Mona Hatoum, and Gabriel Orozco, 
amongst many others. Exhibitions regu-
larly feature artists from the collection. 

Fundação Carmona e Costa
Edifício de Espanha, Rua Soeiro Pereira 
Gomes, Lote 1–6
Wed–Fri 1–8
Tel +351 217 80 3004
www.fundacaocarmona.org.pt
Dedicated to Portuguese applied art, the 
Fundação Carmona e Costa was created 
in 1997 and also hosts temporary con-
temporary art exhibits.

Museu Colacção Berardo
Praça do Império
Daily 10–7
Tel +351 213 612 400
www.museuberardo.pt
Museu Colacção Berardo opened in 2006 
and is located in the Exhibition Center of 
the Centro Cultural de Belém located on 
the western edge of the city in the Belém 
district. On permanent loan to the muse
um is the collection of José Berardo that 
includes artists such as Andy Warhol, 
Tony Cragg, and Robert Ryman. 
Director Jean-Francois Chougnet

Coimbra

Centro de Artes Visuais
Pátio da Inquisição 10
Tue–Sun 2–7
Tel +351 239 836 930
www.cav.net4b.pt
Centro de Artes Visuais is dedicated to 
photography and stems from the photog-
raphy festival held in the city throughout 
the eighties and nineties. Opened in 
2003 the center has holdings of photog-
raphy, new media art, and video as well 

as presenting temporary exhibitions on 
related themes. 

Elvas

MACE Museu de Arte Contemporânea 
de Elvas
Rua de Cadeia
Tue 2–6, Wed–Sun 10–1, 2–6
Tel +351 268 63 7150
www.cm-elvas.pt
Based on the collection of Antonio Ca-
chola, the MACE Museu de Arte Contem-
porânea de Elvas was inaugurated in 
2007 as the only permanent exhibition 
of contemporary art in a Portuguese mu-
seum. Set in is a former eighteenth-cen-
tury hospital, the museum’s main focus 
is on Portuguese and regional art.

Guimarães

Guimarães Events
2012
Guimarães European Capital of Culture

Madeira, Calheta

Centro das Artes Casa das Mudas
Val de Amores
Tue–Sun 10–7
Tel +351 291 82 2808
In the west of the island of Madeira in 
a spectacular location, the Centro das 
Artes Casa das Mudas was opened with a 
Paulo David-designed addition in 2005. 

Portugal Resources
L + arte 
Portuguese-language monthly magazine 
devoted to contemporary art 

Lisbon

Driven by private art collectors and 
funders, one of the first of which was 
Calouste Gulbenkian and whose ranks 
now include João Oliveira-Rendeiro and 
Jose Berardo, Lisbon’s art scene is one of 
the more intriguing on the Iberian Pen-
insula.

Lisbon Resources
LisboArte, lisboarte.com
gallery guide

Lisbon Events
November
Arte Lisboa, Feira de Arte 
Contemporânea

Museu do Chiado, Museu Nacional de 
arte Contemporânea
Rua Serpa Pinto 4
Tue–Sun 10–6
Tel +351 213 43 2148
www.museudochiado-ipmuseus.pt
Since its founding in 1911, the Museu do 
Chiado, Museu Nacional de arte Contem-
porânea has been housed in a former con-
vent that underwent a renovation by Jean-
Michel Wilmotte in 1994. Based on 
post-1850 art, the museum’s collection 
concentrates on Portuguese and regional 
art forms as well as temporary exhibi-
tions of both modern and contemporary 
art. 
Exhibitions Centre Pompidou: Novos 
Media 1965–2003

CAMJAP
Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, 
Centro de Arte Moderna
Rua Dr. Nicolau de Bettencourt

Tue–Sun 10–6
Tel +351 217 82 3474
www.camjap.gulbenkian.org
CAMJAP, Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, 
Centro de Arte Moderna, José de Azeredo 
Pedrigão opened in 1983 to a design for 
Leslie Martin to present the modernist 
holdings of the well-regarded Gulben
kian Foundation, who remain a force for 
the promotion of Portuguese culture 
through their numerous funding activi-
ties. Gulbenkian himself was an Arme-
nian who made a fortune in oil explora-
tion and amassed a huge collection of 
modern and historical art and whose will, 
upon his death in 1955 in Lisbon, creat-
ed the foundation. The foundation’s mu-
seum, CAMJAP, continues to collect with 
British contemporary art a particular em-
phasis. 
Director Jorge Molder
Selected solo exhibitions Patrick Faigen-
baum, Fernando Calhau, Paulo Rego, Jose 
Pedro Croft

Alcoitão (Lisbon)

Ellipse Foundation Art Centre
Rua das Fisgas, Pedra Furada
Fri–Sun 11–6
Tel +351 214 69 1806
www.ellipsefoundation.com
In a former warehouse, the banker and 
mega-collector João Oliveira-Rendeiro’s 
Ellipse Foundation Art Centre was con-
verted to an art facility by Pedro Gadan-
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